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in ſuch Wart, that they want words to exprels it, 
And all for want of the Faithfull diſcharge of 
their Stewardſhips, whom God hath pur in 
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Honowy the Lord with thy ſubſtance, and with the firſt friits of all thine in= +; 
creale * ſo ſhall thy barns be filled with pleaty, and thy prefies burſt oft. * 
with new wie, Prov 3.910. 

The liberal perſon ſhal bave plenty, Prov.11.2 5. 

He that giveth un's tte p00; [hat 1x0 back: ' Prov. 28 37. 

He 25 ever mercaful aad lendeth. and bis tin jth the bli onggPt- 37-3 6,26. , 
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you 
Iz Ard times, and haraer hearts, call for Theamy {hat 


> Of mercy ; andrequire both the rongues and cuy/ 
AN pens of Chry/oſtom ; who for his frequencie gels 
2 therein, was called The Poors Advocate, and] hut 
T he Prelate of Mercy. ther 
When vere came down from Heaven (as yors 
the Poets feign) Rich men ſpurned at her,wickzd men abhorred]  C 
ber, (onrtiers ſcoft at her, Lawyers and (itzens hared her; and] þoyuy 
being thruſt out of doors in every place,the came ar length to] this 
her ſiſters poverty and affliction, and of them found entertain| py;; 
ment, where ſhe hath abode ever ſince. But charity bet] gave 
Neece, finding that every one in this laſt age ;. eve from thel hand 
leaſt to the greateſt given unto covetouſneſs, fer.6.13, he juſti: 
hath taken her wings, and is quite flown out of the world] Bur 
without hope of ever returning, Aſath.24.12. leay 
If we obſerve it, our.b/eſſed Saviour ſaith Luke 18. when ment 
the Son of Man cometh, ſhall he fiad faith on the earth, ver{ 81 for 
ſo when the ſon of man cometh, ſhall he find charity in thi] for « 
earth ? no, but the contrary as is to be feared, Becauſe iniqui| woy 
ty ſhall increaſe, love ſhail wax cold, Math. 24.12, parti 
Of all other graces mentioned in the Bzble, the grace of cha 
| rity and bounty tothe Poor, bath the moſt and weighrieſt in- 
* ducementsto it, and the greateſt and primeſt promiſes of re-| 
ward, to us and ours, both here and hereafter annexed unto it.| YN 
And which is exceeding conſiderable, No ſin ſhall be laid to] IL by 
our charge, wen we ſhal} give az account of our Stewardſhips i| ment 
: \ | But 
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| mext : but ſo as without it, there is no being laved;9en;.1 


An Epitomy of the Poors aAdvotate. © ©) 
But uncharitableneſs,, As mark our Savioxrs wordewhen he 
ſhall fit upon his Throze, Math.25.: { for me phinks1t calls 
for the greateſt attention, of any textin the Bible.) Artthe 
great and Dreadfull Day of 7#dgment, the upſhdvof all, and 
main point which C hri/# will iran ſhall be ; you have;-or you 
have not ſhewn mercy to his poor members, Math-25. 33; ten 
46, mark it Ipray-you, the ſextexce of abſolntion dr ebndens:® 
natien', ſhall be pronounced, 'either for or againſt us, accord- 
ing as we have performed or neglefted this duty. Tothole that 
have fed the hungry, cloathed the naked, viſited:theſick;.&e:. 
Come yebleſſed of myfather, inherit the Kingdom, prepared for 
you from the fornaation of the Vyor14 : and- contrariwiſe:te-thoſe 
that have not done theſe works of mercy 3; Depart from me ye . 
curſed, into everlaſiing fire prepared for the Dewill aud has exAne 
gels. - Othat-we could well mind and remember ! char no fin. 
but unkindneſs to our Sawiunrin bis lbffering members, ſhall 
then. be calt into our diſh, to the tceding of chat never dying 
worm of con{cience. t 
. O thac this leſſon, would enter home into every one of own 
hearts; betore we goe out of oxy houſes : For men may cry up 
this ſide, and cry . down that ſide ; but of all the three ; the 
Prieſt, the Levite, and the Samaritane; none but the Samars- 
tane ( that ſhewed mercy unto him chat was fala into the 
hands of thieves, was wounded and ſtript of his raymment);Wwas 
juſtified, and approved of by oxr : Saviour, Luke 10,136,37« 
But that we may the more mind and lay it to heartg:give me 
leave to nominate ſome of the grounds, reaſons and-1hquce» 
ments, thatevery wiſe man, ( even out of ſelf love) willatlow 
for weighty : in which alſo I will beas brief as poſlibly Lean, 
for otherwiſe they are ſo many, that only to name ten all, 
would-by worldlings be thought too much. Confide each 

particular as you £9 40ng, | 


CHAP. II. 


N the fizſt place, Ged hath not only commendeaus9 COntri- 
buce liberally co the poor, both in the old and /ew reſt s- 
J»7* 
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4 An Epitomy of the Poorr Advocate. 
10;20 16, Leviz.19.1o.and 25-35, 1/a.58.6,7. Pro.25; 
21s "Luke 3.11.and 6.34. and 11.41, Rom.12.20.  Afatth, 
5:42. 2Co.8.7, AMar.25.42,43- James 2.13. Pro.21, 


- ſha!l not we make conſcience thereof, Yea, do we enjoy all 
Fzbings through Gods blefiing? and can we think co keep our 
"riches by"difobeying. his Commandments ? pans 

- Seconaly, He bath: givenus al! we have, that we may impart 
ſore pare" thereof to others.that want ? we are not owners but 


feſs; .. :We” have every one our 7alents lent zes, more or lefs. 
The'wealth of the rich, is but depoſired in their hands, to ſup- 
ply the wazefities of the poor: as.the wealth of the /ever plenti- 
fel years; ſupplied the want ofthe /evex barren, Our redun- 
Aaxcies Mould be a ſupply of others ſcarceti:; : as inthe caſe of 
mankah; that theremay be ſome equality, which was a.tipe of 
this, as: the Apoſtle ſhews, 2! Cor. 8.14,15. ' God hath or- 
dained all for the common good, and commanded all crea- 
rures:to'be communicative : and fo they are in their ſeveral 
places; The 1400 borroweth her /i7hr from the Sax, not to 
keep, but to give the fame unto the dark corpers of the earth ; 
ſhe-rtakes: from the Sea, that ſhe may pive to the leſſer rivern 
The: /iver miniſtreth;blood to the heart, the heart miniſtreth 
Fpirits to the b-a1z, the bratz to the whole micraco/m, o-what 
zift or tallent any one bath; all are given us for one end, to do 
. g00d withal. How happy arc we if we improve them well, 
ro his honour that gave them. But 

Thirdly, If inſtead of feeding the hungry,and cloathing the 
naked," we bring inan account of ſo mnch ſpent in dainty /are, 
and royions apparrell; fo much in ſtately baildings, and coſtly 
furnitire, fo much in: rich jewels, and needleſs wanitiesy 10 
much lid out in feaſting, and banquering, in honads, C vached 
and horps, hawks and harlors ; fo much conſumed in riot, luxu 
ry and duxkenneſs ; in that witch Tobacco,in gaming and revel- 
ting, in pes and inter [ader, fo much ſpent in needleſs journey, 
ſaits of 1m, in giving bribes and epter:ainment of rich friend! 
and Netthours, all prodigally fooliſhly and wickedly w# 


13: Now hath Ged fo ſtriftly commanded this duty ?. and | 


almoners, Stewards not independent Lords of what we do pol} 


- Rted, inthe leaſures of fine and voluptuous delights, or other- 
, wils 


| bound with riches, and he want neceſffaries ? ſurely that thou 


cheſts; and ſo many thou doſt injure, as thou canſt and do# 


we have abundance. | 
thou ſpoileſt ſo many of their goods, as thou denitlt reliet un- 


to, whea thou art able to give it; 
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An Epitowy of the Poors. Advocate. 3 
wiſe miſer-like hoorded up, and bid in a-napkin: Theo ſhall we 
hear that dreadful ſentence of o#r Sawionr, Afar.25. - which 
will make our hearts to ake, and our joyurs to rrewble. And | 
certainly we muſt- unreaſon our ſelves, before we can think, 
that. God bath cauſed this unequallity ofeftate amongſt men, 
becauſe he reſpeRerh the rich, and negleReth the poor ;- and 
would have them pampered with all ſuperfluities, and delici- | 
ous dainties z and the other ttarved wth want and penury . but | 
hereby he would exerciſe the divers graces, which he hath 
given tO his Charch and people; as namely the charity, li- 
berality and fidelity of the rich, in diſpenſing of their tallents ; 
and the faith, aMance and patience of the poor, that being ap- 
proved, both might be crowned. at the day of Chriſt; appear- 


ing. According to that of 84f/, Why, ſaich he, doft thou a- 


mayft receive the reward of thy faichful_diſpesſation, and he 
alſo after many conflicts and victories, might have the ;eward 
and crown of his patience. , 


CHAP. II. 


Ourthly,every a& of chariry,is but an act of equity: it's not 

the beftywing of your gifts, ſo much as the paying of your 
Debts. The poor are ſo the owners of our ſuperfluities, as 
that it is not fo much ours, as theirs : withhzld net the goods from 
the owners thereof, or from thewa to whom it 15 awe, Proy. 3, 
27. To which accords that of Baþ/, It is the bread of the 
bungry which mouldeth in thy cxpboora, it is the coag of the 
raked which hangeth uſeleſs in thy chamber or wardrobe, 
they are the ſhooes of him that goeth baref:or, which ly rot- 
ting by thee ; it is the {ver of the needy which 7-14 in thy 


not relieve in their wants and miſeries. Yea, Ambroſe ſays ex- 
preſily, that it isa like faulty,and blame worchy, to take from 
the right owners, and to deny neceſlaries to the poor, when 
And therefore know faith he, char 


which makes Zarreatius 
A 3 bo. gu 


turn away his face from them, in the day of their calamity, 


\ ſhalt open thy band wide unto him, ans ſhalt (n rely lend Tim [af 
. ficient for bis need, cc, vecauſe that for this thing, the Lord thy 
| Goa ſhall bleſs thee, in all thy works, anda all thor patteft thine 


ces Or examjtrs. Ile name bur ewo Oaly, and thoſe 
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An E pitomy of the Poers Advocdte: 
bold to affirm, that che Rich offend more, in not giving theic 
ſupetfluities; then the poor do, in ſtealing neceſlaries; 
And let all ſuch be aſſured, that as they turn away their eyes 
from the*poor, in the day of their miſery : ſo the_ Zord will 


And as they have Ftopped their ears at the cry of the poor, ſo they 
themſelves ſha! cry & God will not hear them;as \tis Pro.21.13, 

Fifchly, Whereas he that ſheweth mercy, when it may 
beſt be ſpared; ſhall receive mercy, when it ſhall moſt be 
needed : ſo contrarywiſe to thoſe that have not dene theſe 
works of mercy, it hall be ſaid, Deparr from me ye curſed, in- 
zo everlaſting fire prepared for the Devil and his Angels, Mar. 
25.42,43. yea, hear how terrible Sr. James, the ApeFte of 
mercy is, to thoſe monſters amonp men, that want bowels ! 
Fames 2. There ſpall be juarment without mercy, to him that 
ſhews no'mercy, ver. 13, to which may be added that of oxr 
Savietr, with the ſame meaſure that you meer withal, it ſhall be 
meaſured to you agrin, Luke 6.38. And that of the wiſe 
man, who ſo ſloppeth hzs ears at the cry of the poor * he alſo ſhall 
cry himſelf but ſhall not be heard, Pro.21.13, Invain they cry 
ro us for charity, and for mercy we ſhall cry in vain to God: 
Thou haſt not been merciful ſays B.zi/, and thou ſhalt not 
fiad any: thou haſt not opened*thy gates to the poor, and 
beaven Gates (hall be ſhut againſt thee : thou haſt not given 
them a m/e! of bread, and the bread of life ſhall be denied 
thee. Wherefore take heed & beware,that there be mit a thru Tht 
in thy wickea heart, or that thine rye be evil ananst thy poor bro- 
ther, and thoy giveft him wourht aud he cry unto the Lord avginſ 
thee, but thou ſoalt ſurely give him, and uot harden thy heart, nei 


ther ſhalt thu be orievea, when tho piveſ} tm him ; bat tho 


hand unto: asitis Dent-15 7,to 16. 

Bur that unmerciful men, may have nothing to alleadse 
for chemleives , either at the hy» of doth, or at the du 
of judgement : Onr Savienr hath given them ſeveral inſtan- 
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An Epitomy of the Puors Advicate. = 
enough-to make aileunmerciful men cremble ;r+the one is 
Dives that would not give Lazarus @ crum of bread, to 
sſſwage the pinching bunger of his body here; therefore 
Lazarns ſhall not give Dives a drop of water hereafter; to 

quench the thirft, and cool rhe heart of his ſcorching ſoul. The 
other is that cel ſexvant, Marth 18. who for want of ſhew- 
ng mercy to his fe/lvw, as his Zsrd had done to him, was de- 
livered to the tormentors, and caſt into Hel, wer. 28. which 
whole chapter I would wiſh all cruel, and unmerciful men to 
read, and lay to heart if ever they Jook to be ſaved. Yea, 
take notice I beſeech you, and for ever remember ; that al- 
though his Lord had immediately before been moved with 


'| compaſlion to looſe and forgive him, the whole debt, and all 


former reckonings : yet now he hath bis pardon cancelled, be- 
cauſe he would not ſhew mercy, as te had found mercy ; this 
new fin of his, called all the relt ro remembrance. O that all 
ervel and unmerciful \abals, would hear, believe, and /ay this 
to heart ; before they feel the truth of it, in thoſe everlaſting 
flames, with Dives aud that unthank/nl and unmerciful ſervant. 
The counſel is good, reject it not. I remember St. Bernard, 
uſeth theſe words, Had we ftood by, faith he, when Adam was 
detween the per/waſion of bis wife, and the precept of his Gad 
when the one ſaid «dam eat, and the other ſaid Adam eat wot ; 
For if thou doſt rhow ſhalt dy the death, and al! thy poſterity : had 
it been an ill office to have cried our, and faid, O Adam take 
heed what thou doſt?or would he have had cauſe to complain, 
of being prevented ? I trow not. Yea, I think it had been a 
ſeaſonable piece of high friendſhip, and none can deny ic. O 
that thou wouldſt but lay this to heart ! Nor doe I ask any 
more, but that you will xow hearken unto Chrift, as you wonla 
have Chriſt another day hearken unto you. 

Buc for fear of it,1 could wiſh, that our Savieurs laſt words 
at the laſt day ( were fairly written over every #umercifut 
mans Table.) Depart from me ye curſed, into everlaſting fire pre- 
pared for the Devil and his Angel: + For I Was ax hungry and 
Je gave me no meat ,&c. Mat. 25 .41,42,43.0 that they would 
bethink themſelves b-fore it proves too late, and before the 


draw-bridge be taken up, that chere is not the !ealt drop of no 
Ls, Loeb A 4 OL 
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4 f# Epitomy of the Poors Adwacare: 


Lazarn's onearth. Me thinks I could take up the lamentation 


of Str.7ames, and found it inthe ears of Rich and unmerciful|s 


Cormorants; Go to now ye Rich men, Weep and howl for your mi 


ſeries that ſhall come npon you, your riches are Corrupted, aud 


Jorr garments moth-raten z your gold and filver us cankered, and 
the ruſt of thems ſhall be a witneſs againſt you, and ſpall eat your 
fleſh-4s it were fire 3 ye have heaped up riches together for the laſ 
days, ye bave lived wa pleaſure on the earth, and been wantos z jt 
have noursſhed your hearts as in 4 day of ſlaughter, &c. 7amet 
5.1,t07. A place worth the minding by all that are rich: 
for that God ſhould give the rich ſo much, and they give the poor 
fo little ; I carinot but admire ! 


CHAP. IV. 


hele ate ſome of the grounds and inducements that might 


move any wife min, to che performance of this duty : But 


theſe are not the one half, For $5xchly, the bleſſings and be- 


qnefirs that are annexed and promiſed to all, that our of obedi- 
ence and love, doe perform this Chriſtian duty, according a 


for ſuch Dives's inHell,who have not acrum of bread for poor 


the 


Ged hath inabled them, are ſo many and 'rare : that as one| my/ 
would think they ſhould inflame and raviſh any ſoul with de- his 


ſire to perform it, and joy in the doing of ir. 


For the Scripy 1ew 


tures x0 leſs abound with promiſes of this nature, then felver did #4 
51 the aays of Solomon. I may but name them here, if you would whe 


ſee each particular confirmed fully.,and undeniably proved,read 
the Poors Agate, and that Smal Treatiſe, intituled, An infal 
lible way to fare well iy our bodies, names. eſtates, pretious ſorts, 
and poſterities. Now as [ name the particulars, you ſhall dot 
well to mind, and after remember th: m Namely, That Gu 
hath promifed co bleſs the merciful man, in his ;emporel, civil 
fpiritnal and eternal eftate; that there is no [auch way to or00 
rich, as by being bountiful tothe poor. Thatit is the mol 
certain and nfallible way, HeVer 10 Want. That Withholding 
rom the p10r, brings a may to poverty: that we ſhall have the be 
wt of the poors prazers, and their loyas ſvall bleſs us. Thatit 
is the belt way to obtain Gogs ble ins upon 3%r perſon; whereb! 
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we ſhall be kepr in perpetual ſafety,and delivered from the malici> 


| as lext ts him. And fo acceptable to Chyiſt, ( by reaſon of 


| his members, he takes as done to himſelf, and will accordingly 


1 4p; in ſo much that we may ſay truly, what we gave, that we 


| -pray for, and praiſe God for us, That ig will op our enemies 


An E pitemy of the Porrs Advocate. = 
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ous prathices of all our enemies» That God will hear us, and ſend 
ws [acconr in all times of need, as we hear and pitty the poor, 
and even make our beds when weare ſick. That what we |, 
have this way diſtributed, ſhall #aud »s in more ſtead at the 
hour of death and Day of judgment, then all the wealthin the 
world. That the merciful man ſhall be rewarded With i[n- 
mination, and converſion ; Thit theſe works of mercy, will 
bring great joy and peace, confirm our hope, and /weeten all our 
effi&tions. That they are evident fignes of ſaving graces; 
and aſſure us of our future reward, and fruition of Gods pre- 
ſence hereafter, That it is the onely way tO az howowrable, 
and honeſt repute and report, living and dead, procuring all 
love and 1esþett, from good and bad. That. Gd will bleſs the 
merciful man with ax happy match, and a goaly off- ſpring. That 
What we give ſhall be paid again, unto our children and poſterity; 
with an eadztion of all other bleſſings : who otherwiſe ſhall not 
proſper, bur be vagabonds and ; their bread. That it is a 
thing ſo pleaſing to God, that he accounts what rs given to them, 


the near union between him, the poor and us, being but one 
myſticall body whereof he is the head)that what we give to zhem, 


reward it, or plague the negle& chereof both upon xs, and 
«rs, here; and upon our boazes and ſox!s hereafter. That 
what we disbzr(e in this world, we [hall receive again by bill of 
exchange in He:vex. Thar it is not ſo much given, as laid 


bave. That beſides all this, G«d bath promiſed to reward a 
lictle money, meat and cloaths with an infinite, and an eternaþ 
Kingdom of Glory. That the poor haveas true a right toir, 
as we have to the reſidue, That it isa molt incomparable fas 
vow to the rich, that there are poor to accept of their charity. 
That we are no leſs beholaing tothe por, then they are to tbe 
That we, were it our caſe, would think the contrary very uns 
equal. That they ſhall thereby be the better adle to ſerve 
God in their feveral ſtations. That they ſhall have cauſe to 


mou'hs,; 


10 An Epitomy of the Pooys Adwacate. 
"mourks, and make them thiok the better of our Religion, andy ; 2: 

poſſibly win chem to imbrace the truth. At lealt ſeeing own,,ch 

gora works, they will glorifie our Father Which # in Heaven,kee þ 
- With many the like, which mighc be added for our encourage. |,gtal 
ment. Which did men in the leaſt conſider, they would nei-|,,, po 
ther ſpend ſo exceſſively, nor heap up wealth ſo anmeaſurably |j, ſb, 
as they doe, when millions of cheir poor brethren, ( for whom prive 
God wouid become man, and dy to redeem.) are i» /x#ch want, wWaki: 


that 7 Want words toexpreſs it. way, 
Pſaln 

CHAP. V. ver, | 

boun 


| Ut the belly hath no ears, and ſenſual mex, eſpecially the co | [ſain 
_— are like thoſe Greeks of Conſtantinople, who had 1,4} t, 
ſtore of Wealth ; but becauſe they would ſpare none to the'|woul, 
reparation of the Walls, and maintenance of the Souldiers, |houni 
they loſt all ro the Txrks, which afcerwards no money could [And 
recover, Or tothe Inhabitants of Hedelbarough, which was paſſio 
loſt through the C3t12ens Coveronſneſs ; for being full of Gold ]&c. 
; and Silver, the; would not pay the Souldiers that ſhould have [gal 
- defended them. And what will be their caſe another day ? but neſs / 
this, The fooliſ> Virgins to ſave,or ſpare a ſhilling cr two brought je ſpa 
© no ojl, bub when their [amps were our, and the Bridegroom was [you 
* come;what would they have given?yea, What would they not have [havin 
* given for 4 little oyle ? and for entrance with the wiſe, intothe | and hi 
+ wedding? MethinksI could pitty theſe men, whom the world comfo 
© fo adores ? even with mars of 400d, when I ſerioully conſider [;y, as 
- their /atter cads. enide 
Nevertheleſſe, I am not without hope to prevail with |4;; b, 
ſome of the moſt covertous ; to become liberal, ( at leaſt if |parer 
they either have wit, or do really and indeed deſire wealth ) ball 
: bya lictle enlarging, upon what Grd hath promiſed, touch- max) 
1ng the increaſe of mens eſtates, by disburſing this way ? in |ay47; 
\ which let me crave your attention. What faith or Saviour ? | 58.6 
Give, and it ſhall be given unto you, good meaſure, preſſed down, |to us : 
and ſhaken together, and running over, ſpall be _ znto your |tothe 
boſom, Luke 6.38. Math 7.2. Mar.4.24. The liberal perſon |ciful ; 
fall have plenty, and he that watereth ſoall alſo have raing Pro. 


eretto 


Ant prtomy of the Ps Advocate. | Ws £5. £ 


andy 1.25. Wealth and riches, ſhall be in the houſe of him, that' 
' WH ath compaſſioh of, ana giveth tothe poor, Pſal.112.3,t0 1c 


ven, 
age. 
nei- 
ably 
10M 


See here how bownty, 15 the beſt and /areft way to plenty, But 
notable ro this purpoſe is that, P7o-28-27. He that piveth to” 
the poor, ſhall not lack, Yea, ſays 7ob, in the dayes of famine 
he ſoall have enongh, 7b 5.20. A rare, and incomparable 
priveledg, never to want / and yet this is a bargain of Gods own 
waking. Plenty ſhall furniſh the table, where charity takes a= 
way, and gives to the poor. He hath diſperſed abroad, faith the, 
P[almiſt, and given to the poor : his benevoltnce remaineth for e= 
ver, Pſa.112-9. He hath alwaies to give, that hath a free and 
bountiful heart to give, faich Bernard. And of this the Prophet 
l[aiah does aſſure us, The liberal man, ſaith he, deviſeth libe= 
ral things, and by liberality he ſhall ſtand, Tſa.32.8. Aman 
would think he ſhould rather fall, by being ſo liberal and 
bountiful ; but this is the right courſe to thrive, and hold our. 
And what faith the P/almiſt ? He is gractons, and full of com- 
paſſion ; be ſheweth favour aud lendeth, be hath given to the poox, 
&c. But what ſhall be his reward? FFea/th ard riches 
frall be in his houſe, he ſhall not be moved for ever, hu righteouſ- 
neſs ſhavl endure for ever, He [/ all be in everlaſting remembrance, 
be ſhall not be afraid of evil ridings, his horne ſhall be exalted With 
honour. All grace ſhall abound towards him, that he alwaies 


and hold ont tothe end. He draws ont his ſoul to the bungry, and 
comforteth the afflifted : therefore his light ſhall ariſe tn obſcure 
ty, and his darkxeſs ſhall be as the 1001 day, and the Lord ſhall 
enide him continrally, axd ſatisfie his ſoul in drout, ana make fat 
bis bones, He ſhall be like a watered gardes, and like a ſpring of * 
waters, whoſe waters faile not» eAnd they that ſhall be of him, 
ſoall build the old wa#t plates, he ſhall raiſe up the fatnaations of 
max) generations, and he ſhall be called the repairer of the breach, 
and the reftorer of paths to awell in, Pſal.112.1, to 10. Iſa. 
58.6, t013. O whatrare and pretious promiſes of all ſorts, 
tO us and ours are theſe ? if we be merciful, and compaſſionate 
tothe poor. Nor wasit ever known that God ſuffered a mer- 
ciful and bountiful manto want ; ordering hu affairs with diſe 


eretion ;#as the P/almiſt ſhews,Pſa.1 12:5 Bur this is not 


all, 
tc > , 


r 


having al(ufficiency in all things, may abound in every good Work, + 4 


"T2 ' Ari Epitomy of the Puors Advorate: 
* for what ſaith the wiſe mqu? Pro.3. Honour the Lord with tþ re al 
* ſubRance, and with the firÞ fruits of all thine enereaſe, 0 ſhaſſÞ'"t 
thy barns be filled with abundance, and thy preſſes ſpall burſt with" 
new wine, ver.9,10- In. which regard, it may be likened rf** 
Lold,the beſt of mettals : of which experience ceacheth, chat e80ve 
third part of a grain, will guild a wyre of 134 foot long. Or ra'*” Y* 
ther to the Widows handful of meale, and cruſe of ozle : Ot ow 
thoſe haves and fiſhes in the Gopel ; for as they did increa® PF 
and multiply, even while they were diſtributing : ſo do our nf!" 
 ches, (and indeed all other gifts) even out of that which thi ou r 
hand reacheth to the mouth, it ſelf is »o#ri/hed. Nor is there gf®Y* 
better way to preſerve your dowthen by parting with yorr cake 
{ barity is ſeed, and the Husbandman doth not grow rich b 
the ſaving of his ſeed, bnt by ſowing hts ſeed, Giving to thi Kn 
poor, is like powring 4 pail of water into a pump : that fercherhÞ%*) 
up much more then was putin, As it was the uſual ſaying off iſer 
a merciful man ; zbe more 1 give, the more 1 have. Fog as it fa nd tl 
red with the widsw of Sarepta,. whoſe hanafall of meale, ant Wt þ 
ernce of oyle with which ſhe relieved the Propher : the moye fotf® wi 
ſpent, the more it increaſed, aud the more [be had : ſo (hall this Þ 
pretio oyl,beltowed on the poor for Cbrijts ſake, be returned | C 07 
upon your heads in great meaſure. As ſome that I could name®'"8; 
can teſtifie out of admirable experience, and others ſhould? 
find, would they but ſo far forth believe the Cord as to try himfÞ** ? 
Which makes St. Auſtin ſay, That the charitable may ts.1he;,*) l 
Sreateft nſurer in the world. And St. Chry/sſtom, that th bould 
' garnfullest Art is Alms- giving. le 
And thus you ſee, that if either 01d or New Teſtament be Umos1 
true :: there is not a more compendious way to thrive, andſmPol 
grow rich, then by being boun:1ful to the poor ; That not get- ark 
* ting but giving, is the true and ready way to abundance : that le: : 
tO give in this caſe, is the way to have : that parſemony is nd ud no 
good husbandry. According to that of the wiſe man, Pre.11: ad th 
T vere ts that ſcattereth, and ts more increaſed. but he that ſpa lis 
 veth more then is right, ſpall ſurely come to poverty, ver.24| hat 
1 And tis but juſt if Guadeny thee thy dayly bread, if thou de- reae rs 
* weſt him the crumbs. Which being ſo, It ſhould methink%* ®* 
- make rich wen of all archers, put the ſame in practiſe,fince the) Coed 


l _ 


An Epitomy of the Poors Advicate. "IP 
4, qr 41! for gain, and looking after commodity ; all for trea»* 
Juring up, all for themſelves, all for riches, it being their only 

Wm mun bonum ; For no ſuch way to encreaſe their Eſtates,or = 
d 1d nefit themſelves, can ever be found out ; this will doe it a- 

at egbove what they are able any other way, or what they were e- 

Yr raſer yet acquainted with : How then ſhould it take with them ? 
- Ofow ſhouldir not whet them on, and make them puethe ſame + 
++ praftiſe ? For. ſhould you rick men plot and break your. | 
ar rains to ſtudy and contrive all the dayes of your lives, how ' 
\ rþ4jou may do your ſelves the greateſt good, this is the onely 


yay. 
C H A P. VI 


| 


» tha] Know there is no perſwading men of the world,chat giving a- 
herhÞway their goods, is the way to encreaſe them: yea, will the 
ig of iſer ſay, you mult make mea fool, before I can believeit5 
— th nd therein ſpeak more truly then he is aware of, For he thas 
an will be wiſe, (ſaith St. Paul) let him become a fool, that he may 
_ F ewiſe, 1(6r.3.18, Becauſe the wiſdom of the world is fooliſb= 
| ehis fs with Goa, and tbe Ws/dow of Ged fooliſbneſs with / ws world, 
rned}} C 97+ 2+ 34- and 3-i19, To carna] reaſon it is as unlikely.a 
amd bing, as that which-Z1;/atold to the King of 1/rael, 2: Kings 
zould” That as the; Famine was fo great in Samaria one day, 
nat mothers were forced to eat their own children: yet the next 
6 46y there ſhould be ſuch plenty, that a meaſare of fixe flower 
it ch bould be ſould for a ſhekle, and two meaſtres of barly for a ſhe» 
le. As unlikely as that Ab7aham ſhould have a Sox, being 
; held/moFt an hundred years ola, and Sarah paſt child: bearing. As 
Impoſſible 'as* that Zazari Mould again /;zve, afterhe-was 
ark dead, buriedand tanck, again. Yetas unlikely and impoſ- 
"h1arÞ!91e' as they ſeemed co be ; yer they all came to paſs, and God 
:— ud not break his promiſe, nor diſappoint the hopes of ſuch,as 
ad the wit and prace tro confide in him. No more will he ig 
; ſpaeÞMis cafe, which is by far che eafjer ro be performed. And 
hat though carnall minds, (like that NVob/e many, who was 
% def/*ders to.death in the gave of Samara tor his incredulity ) wit] 
hinks t believe: 1 et truth is truth, as well when 16 is nOt 2cknove 

thee *88d, a5 when ic is, | 1 
4 Atz * 


_ and 
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" *24. An Epitomy of the Poors Advocate: 
And I wiſh men would take heed of unbelief,; and givintthes, 
God che lye * foras there is nothing he ſo abhors, as thattgand 
ownhouſhold ſervants ſhould not dare to truſt him, as we majdors, 
ſee in that example of the A\{oble man, 2 Kings 717,20. an{hap| 
likewiſe in thole 1/7aelites, Pſa. 78, when they ſaid, C4wor! 
God furniſh a T able in the wilderneſs, He ſmete the Rock tha rence 
the waters gnſuea out and the ftreams overflowed; but can he gin bour 
bread alſo ? Can he provide fleſh for his people ? yes he could anjfo ſm 
did it, to their ſmall comfort that made the exception, Fyſobtai 
becauſe they believed not in God, and truſted not in his [alvatinſtaske 
the fire of the Lord burnt among them, and conſumed them, Heomy 
gave them fleſh,even quails in hiy wrath, untill they Were choakeds in | 
Pſa. 78. 10,to 38. and Nmb.11.33,34. But admit thajing, 
"God ſhould not-antwer thy greedy delire, in multiplying thy ggive, 
ſtare: yec if he do that which is better for thee, viz; give tha Per 
'# competency, together with a'more contented /mind then nogwe /ee 
thou haſt, or ever wouldi have, (wert thou as rich 4s.C 7aſſ7s,Þt conc 
would it be everthe worſe ? or hadft thou any cauſe to compwr go. 
plain? no, but greatly to rejoyce. brox 
' . Wherefore tr:ſt God with Abraham, who above hype, believaMcket 
-wnder hipe, Rem.,4.18, tO22.- For faith is to God, (45 Bathpvr S; 
ſhebawas to Solomon) ſo in favour, that- the King will deaſpecom 
her nothing thatis good. And thus 1t appears that giving tÞpry, 
tbe poor, 15 the moſt ſure and infallible way to encreaſe, anf Wh 


multiply a mans outwardeſtate. " - thfory 
. your /o 

CHAP, VII. 0 « ereaft, 

| f your 


TD Ue this is not all , for if we but ſow the ſeeds of our blo of 
nificence, we ſhall not only reap ay earthly crop of ſpiritudſBain, 
and temporal bleſſings ,even an hunared for one here : but alſoaſÞatis f 
heavenly harveſt, of everlaſting bleſſedneſs 5» the life ro comtFOus t 
as the boly Ghoſt plaialy ſets #t down : And we cannot haveſore cc 
better debtor then our Maker, nor a better bond then the Bible mor 
Prov.19.17. Luke 6.35. So that God does not pay or rftenoug 
compence us, as we doe our creditors :- For as Auguſtine welftetch 
notes ; what we receive, by way of return, 5 not ten for eral, 1 
tsndred, or an hundred for ten, but an hundred for one, _ ality, 
thanſa 


An Epitomy of the Powrs Advocate, ry» 
ividhehon#ſand thouſand for ont; an hundred for one here in this world, 
athdand i: the World to come life everlaſting, together with a King» 
maldom, even an immortal, and an eternal Kingdom of glory and 
an{happines in heaven, which is not to be valued wich cen thouſand 
 Caworlds. Where note but the incomparable, and infinite diffe- 
| tha rence, between the receir,& the return. Yea, admire the love and 
vio bounty of Ged,and bleſs his name; who for the performance of 
{ ard ſo ſmall a work, hath propoſed fo great a reward : and for the 
Fgobtaining of ſuch an happy eſtate, hath impoſed ſuch an eafie 
ttintaske. Here is a Kingdom, even the K ingdow of Heaven; in re- 
compence of a liccle meat, drink and apparrell : who then that 
4kedis in his right ſenſes, would not tern all his ſcraping into giv- 
 thaling, yea, what can we think roo much, what not too little to 
hy (give, to attain eternity, for this incorreptible Crown of Glory ? 
chal Per. 5.4. for this Kingdom, Where are ſuch joys, as eye hath 
now ſeen, nor ear heard ; neither hath entred into the heart of man 
(ſus, [to Conceive, 1 Cor.2.9. A place where ſhall be no evil preſent, 
comwr good abſent, Hatth 6.20. In compariſon whereof, all the 
IThroxes and Kingdoms upon earth are leſs then the drop of 4 
evdlbucket, Iſa.40.15. and 66.1. Othe unmeaſwrable meaſure of 
Bathhwr Savionrs bounty! and how. happy is that man, char may 
denecome 4 creditour to his Saviour ! heaven and earth (hall by 
ng thwpt7, before he ſhall want a royal payment. Wh 


an} Wherefore hearken to this, all you lelf- lovers, that are 0n- 
rfor your own ends : Do you indeed love your /elves ? and 
your /o#ls ? would you be rich indeed, ard that both here and 
rreaſter ? then be charitable to the poor, even to the urmoſt 
f your ability : for this giv5»g'is nor only ax att of charity, but 
ir b&@10 of Chriſtian policy:fince we ſhal not; only. receive our own 
ritu@gain, but the ſame alſo with great increaſe. And certainly he 
Iſo alſhat is ſo wiſe,as to believe what God ſpeaks : will be more c0» 
com(Rtous to lay out, then to /ay wp. Yea, one would think the 
1aveſaore coverous men are, and the more they love their money, 
Bible more {iberal and bountiful this ſhould make them. For ig 
or re$enouph to raviſh any Chriſtias /oxl, and to make himto 
2 welftetch out his eſtate upon the renters, that he may be the more 
for aeral, in relieving Chrifts por members ; for the greater the li- 
rea, Wality, the greater the recompence of reward, Phil.4,17,18, 


onſa T ks © 


6 © Mn Epitomy of the Pooys Advocate. 
* The Eord is content to acknowledge himſelf the charitable mail the 
* debtor. Yea, by our liberality co the poor, owr moſt gracial far 
Redeemer ,acknowledgerh himfelf gratified and engaged; as hinl gr 
ſelfdoes mot freely and fully acknowledge, Afatth.25. | noe 
Was an hungry end ye gave me meat, &c, And for 4 mucb as ther 
Dave done it unto the leaſt of theſe my brethren ye have done it ay fox 
tome, Verſ.35.36,40. 7 he poor mans hand, i Chriſts Tred ich 
ſary or Bank; as one fitly calls it, and by putting thereinto,{ ge c 
man becomes a { readitor to his $avienr. who 
-Our Bleſſed Saviowr, ſpeaking of the poor : tells us, He rhgyjy, 
receiveth you, receiveth me ; and he that receiveth me, receivellghcy 
him that ſent me. And that whoſoever ſhall give auto ene of theſlpiye 
little ones to drinke, a cup of cold water only in the name of a aiþ rice 
ciple, verily I ſay unto you, be ſhall not loſe his reward, Matth Be 
10.40;41,42. ' Briefly, for concluſion of this point, let this | 
the uſe : when the poor at your gates ask their daily breadgith - 
they highly bonour you, yea, after a ſort they make yhake. 
Gods : therefore by your bounty and liberality, ſhew yolpe us 
ſelves at leaſt ro be Chrifians, to be men. And certainly,lp&e , 
in receiving of Chriſts poor members ; We receive Chriſt himſthlgim, 
in.them : we may thiok itan incomparable favour, that Wyere n 
bave the offer of ſuch gueſts, ro. accept of our charity, athoqſiq 
-wherewithall to relieve and entertain them. And accordinjeſy 
ly be thankfull, ſaying in effeR as Zerxes the Perſian Monarhys 1h;, 
ſaid, when T hemiſtocles came to him, being baniſhed his ow Ang 
Country ; Let the Athenians ſed us more of ſuch gueſt. 


lmir 
. A man treaſures upno more of his riches, then what ys hy 
contributes in alms. The Fool in the Goipel filled hs barns,hord w; 
filling of the poors bellies he had done more wiſely. I conffing, | 
this is a point of Doctrine, that the world will not receive, ſery wy 
Ged ſay what he will : but godly Chry/oftomme both affirms aye, 
proves, that the rich are more beholditg to the poor, thenthember 
poor are tO the 7ich : the poor receive only a fingle alms, hr heh 
traſh and crifles in compariſon ; the rich have returned thepy © 
more then nyllions of worlds are worth, 1/az.5.7.& 25 346, an 


Luke 16,9. Why fay wethen, we give to the poor, wi my n 
te may more truly be ſaid, rhat we give unto our ſelves ratifart to 
then to them, Dax. 4.27.P:0,11.24. Why then ſhould weth thy ( 


fu Epitomy of the Poors eAdvoete. "IF 
144 the poor fo much bebolding, and ſo mighti dw unto us, 
1 for our ſcraps and ſuperfluous reliques ? Or that we doe fuch 
un} a mericorious-buſineſs, when we largely relieve them'; and 
not rather think our ſelves beholding to them, and to God for 
« them : ſeeing they are the occaſions of ſuch ineftimable gain, 
**# for ſuch trifling. disburſements, as St. Auſtin ſpeaks. Yea, 
redfaich he, we are more happy that there are poor upon whom 
L0{we-may exerciſe our charity, thenthey are that there are rich 
who doe relieve cheir wants ; though with never fo great ſup- 
thiply. And indeed if there were not fome to receive thinealms, 
velthou couldſt not pive earth, and receive heaven. Wherefore 
theſlpive thanks to God, who bath given thee means, by ſuch a ſmall 
4 &ifiyrice, to procure a thing ſo precious. 
latth Beſides we may boldly aver, with Chryſoſtons ; T hat with= 
m1 thut poverty riches would be unprofitable : Ks conlider that if 
reaqvich 4damand £ve, wehad a whole world, bur no body ta 
e Ynake ready proviſion and to attend upon us, nor do any thing 
S pr us ; what joy could great men take of their riches, if there 
nly, ee not poor men to do mean offices for them, whar low inm- 
1mſ@loiments ſhould the higheſt be forced to deſcend unto,if thers 
a. Were no inferiours to perform them ? How then ſhould not a 
» UFonſiderate man love and be liberal to them ? and exceedingly . 
rdinfleſs God for them, and not do as do the moſt, ſcorne thews, and 
onartys think them Worthy a familiar word or 4 conrteous look. 
is Of And certainly, he wants both grace and wit, who does not 
lmire the bounty and goodneſs of Gd, in that he harh offers ' 
;hatÞf us the opportunity of ſuch ſowing, ſuch reaping, yea, O 
7r8:ord what are we ? that thou ſhouldſt give us plenty of all 
conf ings here alſo, which unto them thou haft denied - ſo that 
VE, Fiery way #t & ( as Our Savioeur tels us ) 4 more bleſſed thing to 
'Ms Byerhex ro receive, ( which the eApoſile would have us to re» 
hen ember, A#s 20.34,35-) Yer no reaſoncan we alleadpe on 
Ss, e\fir behalf, but © the depth ! Rom.11.33. Wherefore do 
d thou O my Ged and Redeemer inlarge my heart with thankful. 
5 346, and implant this grace in my beart, O make me liberall 
r, Wimy mony, as thou waſt of thy blood. O tet me have an 
es ratiart to give Food and Rayment co thoſe, for whom thou ga. 
weththy (elf aranſome. Yea, of all other graces, inlarge my 
MB B | IT: 


"I An Epitomy of the Poors Adwacate. | 
| beart with Chriſtian Chariry and compaſſion: ſince it is a g#def#%% 
ſo univerſally profitable, and' withall ſo amiable. As O thitf” 
lovelineſs and protitableneſs of this Chriftian prace ! For to dan 
| oodtothe poor,is more then a treble good: it pleaſures chemſwy 
moſt of all pleaſures the doey : for it brings bleſſings upon theſove 
Souls, Bodies, Eſtates, Names, Poſterity, it increaſeth cheir rg/%* 
ward, cauſes the poor to pray for, and praiſe Ged for us, anſ*,, 
alſo others to glorifie him ; 5+ is an odour that ſmeleth ſweet are m 
ſacrifice acceptable and pleaſant toGod ; who will fulfill all our mſtele 
ceſſities, through hu riches With glory in fFeſus ( briſt, ast| raftir 
Apoſtle delivers it, Phil.4.16, to 20, Whence that pref ; 
praiſe of it, 1 Cor.13.13. Nowabides Faith, Hope, and C Si 
rity, but the chiefeſt of theſe ts Charity. 
CHAP. VIII | re y 

Nd ſo much of the neceſſity, commodity and proficablg*:"** 

neſs of this Chriſtian duty. If you would know who a ts 
to give, I anſwer all, that have any thing of their own ſen 
ſpate. Forwe are to give that which is our own, and whfts,”: 
we have a- proper right unto. Childrex onght not to give © 
their parents goods, nor ſervants of their Maſters without thi, s 
conſent, for this is robbery, and xot charity. AllI fay, if t 7 
have any thing of their own co give : even thoſe who areÞrk;, a 
mean eſtate, are bound co perform this Chriſtian duty. As af®# / 
pears by the poor Widow of Sareptas relieving the Propht*® _ 
And the poor widow, ( lo much commended by our Savio <p 
for caſting #n her two mites into the treaſury, Marke 12.4h * A 
where was a very little mony, but a great deal of charity, Pie gre 
St, Auftinhath it. And the Macedonians, who being the?” 6&9 
ſelves poor, gave even above their ability to the relief of rb, ' p , 
that were poorer, 2 Cor.8.2, . And in the Apoſtles, Atts 3 4s 
and in our Saviewr Chriſt himſe}f, who though he were ſo pole Þung, 
that he lived upon what others out of their love and duty Pur be 
niſtred unto him ; as appears [.uke 8.3. yet hehimſelf g and be 
alms, to thoſe who were in greater want; as we may gat I : | 
by 7ohn 12+6,8. . Again, 7ohx Baptift requireth, that the, _ D 
that have two coats, ſhould part With ene, aud that they who bs ; w 
meat ſpould ace likewiſe : that is in caſes of great neceſſity. Ac 


__ . our Savi ; den or 
Fa og commandeth us, to give alms of ſuch things _ 


Aw Epithmy {$Id} 5 og 
Epitomy of the A 
Lo "a0 > ubrnl more or leſs, watt POTIED dwoeate. © Ix 
Yi. at ray ſpare ric,” Luke 11.41 F "Y 
od and give alms, if ge be a our aboundantce, we muſt Wrocy ph 
Uwanc of out ſupply. And if ream neceflity, rather then ler ar we have' 
, » that we may ha 7 ell, Wwe mult war $6 
theGive we mult, according roou ve to give unto them that nee work 1 tis 
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20 + Epitewsy of the Puorg Advocate, 
- a wan would think, that upon whom God beſtowerh moſt of his g#/ward 
bleſſings, of them he ſhould receive the greateſt inward thanks : but the 
truth is, pride and forgerfulgeſs, is commonly all the return men make tg 
God, for his bleſſings. Zer.22.31. Fob 22-1718. Pſal.10.4,5,6- Det, 
32.15.18. Many reccive aboundance of theſe outward bleſſings from Gag; 
yer ate not ſo thankfull, as they whu have received but from hand to mouth, 
And no duty more negle&ed, Inſomuch thar I can never enough adpury 
the little charity of moſt rich men in theſe daics. Or indeed pity their ſet 
+ plicity :* Nor were it peſlible they ſhould be fo cloſe hiſted, if they were n« 
as baiven of wit as they abound in wealth. For were they ſo wiſe as 
conſider, the many reaſons and inducements that propound themlelves, to 
proyeke.men to this duty : I doubr nat but they would doe good 70 others, if 
it were but ts dee a greater good to themſelves. For of all other graces, 
the gracs ofharity and bounty, hath the meſt and primeſt promiſes of res 
ward, t0 16 and 07s, both here and hereafter annexed unto it, : 


CHAP. 1X, 
Bu from the parties of whom, come we to the pcrſ0iz5 to whom this duty 
muſt be performed, and they are the poor and needy;that are in great- 
eſt neceſſity ; and eſpecially ſuch as are moſt honeft,and religious.And ſuch 
as are poor through aecefity, and not of chaile. 


work and beg not,then to thoſe that beg and work not. For according, to the 
Apoſiles rule, they that will not labour ſhold not eat. Aﬀeted poyerty is & 


d:ous, that which is sf Gods making juſtly challengeth our relief, a po] , 


verty of our own making deſerves nu pitty, and he that ſ#ſtains the Lew 
maintains and feeds not his body,our his luſt, 


And rather to thoſe that] .; 


Again one would think, that full breaſts ſhould milk themſelyes withouſ 


drawing ; and thar large $pii:g', ſhould iſſ#e forth their waters withoy 
pumping, Your charity ſhould /cek out the poor, before the puor ſeek for you 
charity. 
Bur what will many Rich men ſay, we know nene in ſuch want, and thin 
alſo they ſpeak reaſon : for if you obſerve it, this ſhall be their ples hereal 
ter, when they ſhall be array:ed at the barr of Gods juſtice : They wil eve 
anſwer Chriſt, Lord when ſaw we thee an hungry or naked ? Mutih.2 5.4 
They know net thar there are out pariſhes ſo oppreſt with poor, that the li 


tofaug 


habirants are not able (were they willing) ro maintain a tithe of theiſny;j2; 


They know net what a number of their brethren, there arc in laviſh cap'%' 


vity under the Turkes ; in ſuch lamentable and ſad condition, as if they wel 


| Our 
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already half in Hell ; who might with caſe be ranſomed, would rich Waſairn + 
hearken to the grievous mones of their wives,and parents thar would dallf more | 
cometo ſolicite them in their behalf, had they any hope to ſpeed. Thifſeurs, a 
know not that there are thouſands of poor folks children, would be bred uWbzd ga 


at leaſt be taught to read, and placed forth : who are brought up and fir 


The: 


for_the gallowes only, and for hell. They know none of all this, nor Wi quallzty 


&y enquire nor come where they might ſee, and inform themſclves, 


to the ; 


9-23, Bur this will not be ſufficient, rokeep rhem from being bid DM ſiſtent; 
Ye curſed inte everlaſting fire, Matth.25.4x. Alaſs if thou didſt deluelſtegle 


-  hearg ar lealt if tha wer't known to be a mercifull man, and net 


_ 
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taken. Des a/! 
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vark\ tiee of for a Churliſh.Nabal ; thou wouldeſt daily have ſuch objeRsof cha 
t the | iy 'propeunded to thee, as mighr juſtly moye thee, to deprive thy ſelf 
ke 9 | ſome hecefſaries for their relief, 'were net thy beart of ftone, and thy bew” 
Dent. | ells of braſss | 1 profeſs it amazes me ! that ſuch mens conſciences will, per” 
God; |- mir them 4 minutes reſt : Nor doe 1 wonder at any thing more! cheat th© 
ourh. ſeem:ng comfort, and. peace of conſcience that ſome men have.- - } mean 
mn Rich men that are cither all for hoarding, or a{l for pride, luſt, and all 
#=\) kind of exceſs ; while they ſec and hear of ſo- many, that arc. in\{o great ex. 
©] tremity and want, As they, cannot chooſe bur hear ſad ſtories, of the great 
UV] extremity of many. Nor would it be any diſparagenicnt to your greatneſs; 
5 V1 if you-went or ſent your. ſervantinto thoſe back lanes, and blind ,corners 
r5, tf which ſwarme with poor, and there find our the molt indigent of them : 
Rs and thus they doe amongſt the very Turks.' For they are accultomedito 
I & 


 cheny 


1 Capt 


ſend their ſervants abroad, purpoſely to hearken amung thew mtighboars, 
which of them have moſt need of victualls, money, raiment, &F, |, and iris 
faid that the Fews, give to their poor not moyldy ſcraps, chat: their, ſer= 
vants ſcorn to eat as we uſe to do 3 bur che beſt of what they have,; becauſe 
Gid isro have the beſt, and whar is given to the poor for Gods ſake, js given 
to God. Ir is to be feared, that bork Turks and. Fews will ong,day riſe ap 
in judgment, againſt the moſt of us Chriſt:ans ; For how ſmall is.the-nutn- 
ber of thoſe among us, that will thus doe } and yer how many arethere, 
that [abotty bard and cannot got cloaths to pur on,nor bread ro;gat j;that haye 
rags ſor their raiment,:and icarce ftraw to ly upos, Thar d:1akh wie, and 
hue 82 wart leaves, or pulſe-; yea, on grains like a hog or ſcraps ($04 dog. 
Yeaz if we did bur go intoſome ſuch places : how many Cb1ldpen-thould we 
hear cr3299 for hnnger, the parents out=cr3ing them, hecaulgithey have ng 


i feed to give them * ſome lying in (traw for want of beds,others drinking wie 
| ter for want of better drink, another ſort near ſtarved wth bunger thy; wine 
| ef vidtuals ; or eſcaping that, quakiag and ſhivering with cod for lagWox 


fire, , 
And moſt meet it is, that a wiſe choiſe ſhould be made ; for as !s den 


thoſe that are v4able to help themſelves, is to [ſtarve the Bees 3 lo to give to 


thoſe chat are idle and vicious,ig to ſupport the Droves. Though bereer ir is 


Mt favor a baſtard, then to murther a child. God looks nioeſo much on-the 


merits of the begger, as upon the mercy of the giver. 
Our Savieurs words are, when thou makeſt a dinaer or a ſupper, call not the 


Y WeltIich but the poor to thy table, but we feaſt the rich, and ſtarve the poor 3 we 
h Wſnirn the alms we ſhould give to the poor, into feaſts for the Rich, - Never 
d dallf more ſumptuous in cloathing our ſelves, never leſs care for others. Pride 
euts, and rior ſhuflles 3 but berwixt them both, they deal the- poor bur a 
red u {dd game. Only the rich in faith, will hearkeg to what Chriſt ſaith, 

d fir 7 Then touching what we are to give,and, this borh-for the quantity and the 
or Wi guallity of our alms. We muſt give that which is worth g3ving, we muſt give 
» Yb the poor thizgs wholſome, cleanly, convenient, and co afarcable for rhe 
D:Miiltentation of their lives. For as many of Chriſts poor members, are ſo 
clue tepleed that many a dog is berter provided for then rhey are. As Parts 
enmayes allow their poor, perhaps four ns week tor bouſe rent, 4 peany 4 | 
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"week ſor abparrell, and bouſeholdituff, a penny a week for waſhing, a penny 4 X 
_ week for 'firing, a penny a week for meat and drink ; an allowance able to | _ 
make- their $in cleave to their bones! or make a mans hair ſtand an end M 
that (hall hear of it! If eur ſelves were confined to this allowance, hoy F 
ſhould we think our ſelves wronged, and cruelly dealt withall ! And yerif| © 
they cry to Church Wardens, or Collefors for what is allowed them, (if they __ 
could alwaies have it duly paid ) they mult ſo couch and creep, and beſo] 
--checkt and controwled ; that it would make the humbleſt of them, ſcorn to 5; 
Accept of it; did not hunger ſo pinch then, that rhey are compelled wherher by 
they will or no, nut daring to anger their good maſters,tor fear of being cut 
ſhort of rhat lirtle.Then beg vr ſteal they muſtzexcepr they will ſtarve : bur M 
- How istheir caſe mended thereby, many will give unto them ſuch baſe and] _ * 
flurtiſh food, as were fir only for dogs: As it is the wncharitable charity | ©, 
thouſands, to give nothing'to the poor bur what they can no way make ulc 
of chemſclvs;tbe moutdineſs gives their breadgthe fly gives therr meat the motif ;_ | 
- gives their garments. But' will- Chriſt! accept vt this for his poor members] 
who are one with him ? Heb:3.1t. 1 Cor.13.12. yea, he is hungry and life 
naked in his members, Matth.z 5.42,43- If we'negle&t them, we neglet] *. 
him ; if we give them, we give him. Ifa. 63.9. 'Matth.10.40. Bur dot Fs 8 
- thou think them children of the ſame Father + yea, member's of the ſame body but 
of which Gi/t-is the head ? and partakers in bope, of the ſame prerious pr Seri 
miſes with thy ſelf. Or will not Chrift ſcorne ſuch thy baſe refuſe, {wil ,-, 
; and-ſwines meat ? who hath given himſelf unto us; and vouchſaferh re nou : 7 
rith our ſouls and bodies, with his moſt pretious body and blood. ': O con | =, 
fider this, you thar ſo baſcly cſtcem of the pour 1 leaſt you curſe your ow 5 ty 
folly, when'it will be too late to wiſh, 1 would I had not. ty 2 
- J 
CHAP. X. | 'l Pipes 
Any other heads and parciculars I ſhould inſiſt upon ; bur they woulq © 1 - 
overmuch ſwell the heap, and perhaps tire the Reade; 3 wherefor (faic 
only a ſcw other ſhort motives, or . onſiderat.ons, and I ſhall conclude. + (tha 
Firſt, all you have is derived fi om Gol, and rherefore great reaſon fome Siſte 
thing of what you have, be rerurncd 10 God again ; and thar in ſome pro 6.5 
portion. And until} we conſider, how infinitely good God hath been unts bh 
Us: we can never thew any goodneſs to our brechren. We mult xnow Gr fs th 
hath given us all we have ;- before we will part with any thing for his ſake "uſt 5. 
Beſides what can be mere equal and juſt ? then to give a little unto hin, of 
who hath given all unto us * eſpecially ſeeing he hath granted unto us, th viſt , 
uſe only of what we poſſc{e, reſerving ſtil] rhe chief propriety unto hinafclb Fho:te 
And to ſpare fome thing to the poor, out of our abundance at his requelt; wy = 
who hath not ſpared to give unto us, his only begotten and dearly beloved | The 
Son; that by a (hamefull death, he m'ghc free us from everlalting death am © gi 
condemnation ; and purchaſe for us-cternal] happinels ! all G 
Yea, Secondly, in the next place, what madneſs is it ro deny, being rt 
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- 'Thudly, by ir we may knuw our ſelvesto be the children of Goz,1 Tob'3\ 
14: Yea, and others way alſo know ir, Zob#-13-34,3 5. And hereby we kubw 


the unmerciſul io be none of Gods children : for the Father of Mercres hath no 
children but the meraful, Matth.5.79. 

Fourthly, there cannot be a truer argument of a godleſs perfor, then uns 
mercifulneſs : If we-know a man nmercefisl, we may boldly ſay he is wn 
godly. James 2.13,17- and 3.17. The lack of charity, -1s the corvithos 
of bypocriſze, 1 Cor. 13. 1,2,%c. The righteous is mercaful and giveth, Pſa, 
$7.21,22+. . 

Fifthly,; He thart is got a feel:#g- Member of others miſeries, is not of that 
Myſtical Body, whereof Cbriſt is the Head. It is not who is called'a Chriſtzany 
er who is bapt13ed, bur he that partakes of the divine nature, beheves 1n 
Chriſt, and declares his faith by the fruits thereof. Then - /* * 

Sixthly, It is impoſſible, chat he (ſhould have faith in'the promiſes, that 
is unmercifull, And indeed nething bur the aſſ#rance of beavenly things, 
makes us willing to part with earthly things, Neither can he eontemn thzs 
life, that knows not a bettey, 

Seventhly, How can he eyer love Chriſt himſelf, that loves nor his peer 
members ? men indeed will ſay they love God, and perhaps think ſo roo » 
bur let them ſay whar they will, ifanmercifull, I will never believe againſt 
Scripture, that they love God whom they bave not ſeen : that love not their 
brother whoin they bave ſcen; if w: love bin, wewill love 01e'a!07hers 
1 70'14.10,21. If any mas (faiesthe A4voitle) haue theſe-worlds goodsy 
and ſeeth his Brother bave need, and ſhtteth up bis cowels of compaſſion from 
him, bow dwcllcth the love of God inbun ? Fob 3.17. The 13ver of chatt= 
ty, docs alwaics ſprig from the fountain of piety. Faith is as the leads, and 
pipes, to bring in: and Love, is as the cock of the conduit, to let out. And 
what availeth the one without the other > What availeth it, my Pretbren, 
(ſaics St. Fames) though a man, ſaith be, bath faith, whea he hath no works 
(that is, works of Charity) car the faith ſave him * For if a Brother, Or 4 
Siſter b: naked, and deflitute of daily food, and 0% of you ſay unto them, Doe 
part i peace, warm your ſelues, and fill your bellies 3 no! withſtanding ye grve 
thers 10: thoſe things, which are needful for the body : what belpeth it ? Even 
ſs the faith, if it have no works, is dead 1#1t ſelf, James\2.14,to18, 
wit mail toes by bis fatth, Hab.2.4. Heb-19.38. and others [zue bybys cha 
my. Pure Religions and wndefiled before God, even the Father, us thus * ts 
viſit the Fatherl:ſs and widov-es 1 their adverſity, and to keep bimfelf tun 
Fotted of the world, James 1.27. Love us the fulfilling of the I aw, Rom. 
13.10, and Faith is the fiulſi!l:ag of the Gaſpel, AR.13.39. and 16.30. 
1 Fheſ.4-14. 1 John 3.23. * A Chriſtian in reſpect of his f.czth, is Lord 8 
ve all, « John 5.4. and 2.14. in reſpeR of his love, he is ſervant wats 
all, Gal.5.13. Faith is the mother grace : by it we are juſtified, Luke 7.47, 
50. Gal.z 8. our bearts are purificd, At.15.9, 0% perſons are acceptedy 
and 07 ſouls ſaved, Ephe.z.2,9, Luke 18.42, Yet in many reſpe&s, love 
s preferrcd before it: as 1 Cor.13-13. Now abrdeth Faith, Hope, and Loves 
ten theſe three ; biust the cbiefeſt of th:ſe is Love, S9 that what the d; amen 
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is among ſtozes, the $41 among Planets, and gold among mettals, ſuch is 
g among the graces, Love will make us to have publique ſpirits, re- 
bling the Moon, which borroweth ber light from the $#3, that ſhe may 
. convey 17 10 all the inferiour creatures ; takes from the Sea, that fhe may gve 
to the leſter rivers. So that it manifeſtty proves, that beauen is 20ne of our 
Countrey. If we will ſend none of our wealth thither before us. Or rather, 


that we think Heaven nething worth, when we wilt not give a little baſe: 
pelfe to compaſs it, 


”. 


CHAP..XI. =—_ 

| Oboe ſay not as ſome churles will doc, is net what I have mine own? 
| and may I not do with mine own as 1 pleaſe ? for this is neither good 
law, nor good diviuty. Not good law, For: tis ar#le in Lew, No man 
way uſe his own right to the Common-wealths wreneg, or damage. The Law 
rovides, that a man ſhall ot buys his own corn, nor his ewn houſe : That 
be fhall riov drown his own Land ; nay, a man- may nor bind bimſelf from 
marriage, or the maniring or tillage of his own Land, becauſe it is again 
the good of the Corpme.- wealth, A man may not kill himſelf, bur he for* 
feites all he hath to the Kzng, and deprives himſelf of Chriſtian buriall. Not 
good divinity, For not to gue a conliderable part, of what God hath in- 
wuſted us wirhall to the poor 3 25 to r0bthem of their due, Bur thar is not 
all, for ir makes a man guil'y of murctheralſo ; as we'l as thefc : For where 
 asin the ſexth Commandment, God forbiddeth muyther; he no leſs command- 
eth us to uſc rhe means, whereby the lite ef our Neighbeur is preſerved, 
and ſuſtained. | In which regard, St. 441 ofe doubreth not to ſay, Thou 
haſt killed rhe poor, if thou haſt nor fed them. The lamy is put ot, as well 
by not putting oyl into it, as by blowing it out. In like manner he rhax ean 
ſaur his Neighbour froz drow/1ing, and will not : is a wilful murtherer, 
Ninthly, There is no better way to pleaſure our ſelves , then by 
being mercifull ro rhe poor, as I mighr plentifully prove. Bleſſed i bt 
that confrdereth the por, the Lord (hill deltyer him 18 time of trouble. 
will kcep and preſerve him alive, be ſhall be bleed upon the earth, and not 
be delivered unto the w.ll of bis exemies, Pſ.ul.41.1,2,3, If thos draw 
aut thy ſoul to the bungry, then ſhall thy bealth Spring forth ſp:ed/ly, Kc. 
Iſa.58.7,8. Bur adwir the merciful man be long ſich ; God will preſerot 


bi alive, ſtrengthen him HDen thy bud of [1 eg41ſh; 4g 3 yea, makc all his bed | 


_ dn bis fichncſs, The Lord will tic up the feathers under him, bus [9:1 ſhal 
he at caſe,and bis boily ſweetly »: fr tned. M. cy [hall be bis corctall,or pillow 
ef repoſe wntil be be raiſed up again,lſa,q1.1zro 11.and many the like privi- 
ledges, Whereof take one rnſtazce : The widow of Surepta was blefled witha 
miraculous !4cea/e of 7 meal and o3l, with the preſeruatio : of ber Famil) 
in the time of tamine, and with the Reſ#rreftion of h:r (01, by bir rl:evill 
the Proph:t 10 "is baniſhment, 1 Kings 17, And alſo the Shuzamite, who 
bad a mere full reward, as you may read, 2 K4i95 4. and 8. Coapfeis 
And many tie like if I could ſtand to enlarge. Whereas by being 
ynmerc,full ro the poor , we not "only bring the judgements of Gol 

— #pon 0ur felvts, James 2.13. even all manner of miſcries, Pſa. 109. h 

£2.16. J03 20.19, toz5, and 31.16, Amos 6.1, 7, 8. Jeremahy 
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28,29. bur we bring plagues upon our poſterity allo, Pſal, 109, Lzt 

bis children be continually vaggabonds, and bro ;" let thert be none to extend 
mercy unto bun, 1e3ther let there be azy to favour bis fatherleſs Children, Let 
his poſterity be cut off, &c. becauſe be remembered not toſhew mercy, &c. ver. 
g,to 17, Nor is there a forer evill under the ſun, rhcn to love mony bet= 
- then our ſelves. Eccle.5.:3. Mitth.25.4y,45. As knowing thrreſare the 


}terrowr of the Lord : we perſwade men : 2 Cor.g.u. And wyo ſo is wiſe, will 


confed:r theſe things: Pr0.29.7. 

Tenthly and laſtly,docs our dear Savior, eſteem what is done to h.s poor 
members, as done to himſclf ; even as the head acknowledgerh the benefir 
dane unto xt, which the meaneſt member of the body receiverh :thcn in no 
caſe omir this dury. And indeed what can be a more forcible reaſon to make 
our bearts relent, tho»gh they be never ſo ſto :y ? and 04r bowels to yi ari with! 
yity and compaſſion towards the poot ; though they were of braſs, and tro, 
then to conſider,. that or dedr Lord and Sauioiy in them doth crave relief : 
ſor who is ſo more then bruitithly ungratecful,that can turn him away empty 
handed ? who being infenitely r1ch 3n all glory and happineſs, was couteatcd 
ſpr our ſabes -to become poor, that by his poverty be might communicate unto us' 
bis beavenly riches. Who would not give Chriſt lodging? Yea even (if need? 
ſhould require) the uſe of his own bed, if he remember, that Chriſt was con- 
tent ſo far to abaſe himſclf for our ſakes, as to make a ſtable bis chamber, 
and a manger his ledaing, that we might be admitted into his heaventy, and 
everlaſting manſionc. Who would deny to claith him being naked ? who hath? 
cloathed 847 nakedieſs, and covered our filthine(s with the pretious 7058 of 118) 
rgateouſacſs, it which we ftand accepted before God, and receive the bleſ= 
fg of eternal! happineſs. Who would not ſpare food our of his own b-ily r9- 
relieve poor Ch1iſt, who hath given unto us his blefſed body ro be our mear, 
and his pretious hlood to be our drinke, whereby our ſouls and budics ars' 
nouriſhed unto everlaſting life > Who would nox leave all pleaſure and pro 
t trog0 and viſic him. in his fickneſs and impriſonment, that left heaven,/ 
land his Fathers boſome, that he might come to viſit and redeem us wirt'y- 
the ineſt:mable price of himſelf ? Yea, if wiſe, we will count it an henoar, 
wheref we are very unworthy, As moft unworthy w2 are of ſuch an bo '01þ 
ws !0 relieve hungry, thirſty, and nabed Chnift tn his port members. Whenice 
the Miceds 3129s counted, and called it a favour that they might have their 
hand in ſe good a worke, 2 Cor.8.1,2,3,4. And that Dauwidibatks Gol, 
that of his own he would take as offering, 1 Chion.29.g. And this is as 
nother reaſon to convince men, that it is moſt juſt and equall they thonld bg 
liberall to the poor members of Fe/1s Chriſt, 

" And ſo much touching rhe reaſons and morives to this Chriſtian duty. 
Then which, there cannor be ether more, or clearer, or ſtrouger, of wetyh= 
hey ynducem.nts, to perſwade to any one thing in the world, then here $0 
this, if mn have either bear! or braine. "Y 

Such as think this Epiromy too brief, may read my P#0's Advocate in 
eight parts : with Ar infallible way io fare well in our bodies, names,eftaies 
pretio.1s ſo:11s and poſterities, 


I. 
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uahs 
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2C "An Epitomy of the Poors Advocate. 


"This Abſtr:& being ended, and yer much room left, 


I rake leave to fill up the ſheet with the Copy of a 
Letter, writ to a FaRor in Forreign parts : who 


i!] diſcharged the Truſt and Confidence 
ot his Deſerving Maſter. 

Kind Stir, 

Ere there no other ground of my writing,this were cnough, 1 
have a publique {p:rir, and leve to do good offices ; though 1 
ſheuld purchalc ill will for my pains, Bur the lively reſemblance of my {clf, 
which l once ſaw in you, your making choice (as I ſuppoſed) of thole rue 
riches, that being once had, can never bz loſt, And your oftering ro my 
view thoſe lines of a rare Author (which did nut a lirtle pleaſure me) pro- 
pound themſelves to me, as a great ingagement, Beſides uy love too and 
hopes of you formerly were not greater, then 1s nuw my f-ar. And poſſible 
it 15, I may prove another Phot:oz unto you, who when a friend of his 
would have caſt himſelf away, ſuftered him nor ſaying: 1 was made thy 


friend to this purpuic- , So you have wy Apology 3 or if you (hall further 


aske why 1 rake this pains ? turn to Leytt.1g.1l7. Hb 3.13. anl you have 
there both my anſwer and warrant. 

You cannot think much, that Mr. N. ſhould acquaint me ( of all 0- 
thers) with what Monies you have long ought him ;. and how little conſci- 
ence you make of paying thereof. 

Bur that you ſhould {v uſe ſv good a Maſter ; ro wham alſo you were once 
bound by Oath (if you remember) moves wonder in me to altoniſhmenc, 

To do unto 0:3, af you would bave 0'h: rs dounto yos, is a point agreed 
upon by all, even infidels har expect nor another Lfe; nor once dream rhat 
they have immortall ſouls. And I need not ask any more, then that you 
would ask your own conſcience, whether you would be {o dealt withall 2 
Bur hear what 1 ſhall ſpeak to you from the mouth of God. 

I gran the caſe is common with Athezſts, who believe not that there is 
a Gs4, a Heaven, a Heil, a day of judgement : nor that eve: y mas ſhall b: 1(- 
warded according to his d'eds, be they good or ev!ll. Bur that you (ſhould ma- 
nifeſt your {elf to be ſuch an onegmakes me cry ent, 0 the D-þth ! 

Good fir bethink your ſelf, for there is not a more infallible Character 
of a wicked man, in all the Book of Got. Toe wicked 30:roweth, but payeth 
net again, Pſal.3 7.21. Asfor a good man be breabs not ms promfe, though 
he be damnificd by the performance, Plal.15.4. You cannot be ignorant, 
that with. what meaſure ye mect 10 othcrs here, God will meaſure 1t to you a» 
gain beycafter, Mar,7.2. Thatthe Law of God, under the penalty of his 


curſe, requireth to reſtore whatſoever bath been committed to you in truſt, 


Levir.6.2,3. Numb.5.6,7,8. Nor that there 15 a f{y:ng Rowl, a winged cuiſt 
{or bim that gets riches by robbcry, and oppreſſion : that ſh.t{ not only pucfut 
bim, bur even enter into bis houſe, and conſume ut with the timber thereof, ai 
the ſtones thereof, Zach 5.3,4- of which I might heap up inſtances. As O the 


*/ multitude of cxamples of thoſe, that have miſerably periſhed tor rheir oi : 


to flo 


W 
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As Epitomy of the Poors Advocate. m—— 
hood and perfidiouſneſs, in betraying the truſt that they have undertaken»: 
And this you may boldly build upen; There is no-fruir,bur ſhame & death to. 
be gathered from the forbiddenTrec,whatſoever Satan may fcem to promife. 

Nor 1s it alwaies the lot of thoſe, that care not hew they ger wealth, ro 
become rich, Eccle.g.11. For get men never {6 much, without Gods bleſſings 
even all their getting of great wages, 4s but putting money into a bag with 
holes, as the Prophet Haggat ſpeaks, Hag.1.6. much more be that gettcth 
riches, zad not by right, Jer.17.11, Except the Lord build the bouſe, they las 
bour in vain that build it. 1t is in waitt to riſe early, and lye down late, and 
eat the bread of carefulneſs, Pſal.127-1,2. Tis only the bleſſing of the T ord, 
that maketh rich, Prov.10,22, Yea, have not you found ito : I dare ſay, 
reckon from that very hour, wherein yypu farſt reſolved to cozen (Ut ever you 
ſo reſelved) and you will find, that you never ſince proſpered. 

Or incaſe he that reſolves to be evill, making no conſcience how he 
comes by his riches, ſo he have them ; have his hearts defire ; his. riches 
prove bur the aggravations of his ſinne, and additions to judgement. For 
God deth not onely withdraw his bleſſing from, bur even fend his curſe with, 
the riches he beſtows ; ſo that it becomes their bane. He grves it them 28 
wrath, and for their hurt : as be did a King, and Yuailes to the Iſraehtes ;; 
for which ſee Hoſ.1 3.11. Mal.z.2. Pſal.69.22. Eccle.5.13. and 8.11,12, L 
pray turn te the places, for I cannot ſtand to amplify ut, 

Nor ſhall he alone fare the worſe; for God hath threatned to bring 
plagues upen the Children, and childrens children of ſuch ai oe ; unto the 

fourth generation, Exod.20.5. and more particularly, that they ſpall be a= 
gabonds, and beg their bread : ſo that none (hall extend mercy, or favour unto. 
them, Pſal.1 09.7, to 17. God will make thoſe Children beggars, for whoſe 
fakes the Father hath made many beggers. hw 

Nor is this all, in any degree : For thre :15noend of plagues to the withe - 
ed mai, Prov.24:20. Withour paying or reſtoring ({ofar as a man is able.) 
there is no ps ſaved: for as humiliry is the repentance of pride, abſtinence 
of ſurfeir, alms of coverouſneſs, love ot walice : ſs only reſtirution, 1s the re= 
pentance of injuſtice. And he thar dies before reſtiturion, dies in his finne ; 
and he that dies in his finne, cannot be ſaved. And: indeed repentance, 
withour reſtitution ; is as if a Thief (ſhould rake away your parſe, as you 
pardon, {ay hee*s ſorry for it ; but keeps it {t:]] ; in which caſc you would 
ſay, he did but mock you. "—_—_ 

Now what ſhall it profit a man, to gain the whole world, if he gain Hell 
with it ; 4»d /ooſe both Heaven, and bis ow: ſoul ? Mar.16.26, What is it 
to flouriſh for a time, and periſh for ever ? | 


n 


m reaſon, if Dives be tormented 38 endleſs flame: for rot giving his own®? 


A man woald think, that Achaiz paid dear enough for his goodly Bab' [pe 
wſh garment, the two bundieth ſhekles of ſulucr, and his weidg of gold which © 
he coveted, and took away: when Hee, his Senncs, an Daughters z bis Oxen, - 
and Afves ; bis Sheep, and Tent ; and all that be had, weie ftened with flones, 
and burat with fire : if that was all he ſuttered, 7oſh.7.18, to 26. Bur to be 
caſt into Hell, to ]ye for ever in a bed of quenchlel» ffa-cs 3 is a far greater 
puniſhment. For the Soul of all ſufferings, is the ſutferings uf the ſoul ; and 


guods | 


fn Editomy of the Poors Adv 


came of him, that takes away other mens ? If chat ſervant 48 the GoSpeh 
ws bo id to 44 everlaſting priſon, that onely chalenged his own debr ; fa 
_tbat-be bad 10: pity on his fellow, as his Maſter kad pity o# bum: whether 
hall they be caft, cthar' un juitly vex their Neighbours, quarrell for chat 
which is none of theirs, ' and lay tirle-co anvther mans propriety ? lt he ſhall 
tDzve Jedgement without mercy, that ſhows aot mercy, Jam.2.13. Whar hall 
*Econic of ſubtraft.on, and Rapinc, P/al;1 09.11. Oh rhe magdnels of men} 
that cannsr be hired ro hold their finger for one minute, in the weak flame 
of a farthing Cazdle ; knowing it ſo intollerable ; and yet for trifles, will 
plunge themſelves body and foul, into choſe endleſs and everlaſting flames 


of (cl{fire.. - + | 
Ifa Kivg threatens a Malefafto7 to the Dungeon, ro the Rache, to the 
wheel,his bones tremble, a terrible palſie runs through all his joynes ; Bur 
ler: God threaten the unſuffcrable rortures of burning ſopbeth 3 we ſtand uns 
moved, undaunted. Bur be not decerved, God 15 a0t mocked, Gal.6.7. And 
at zs 2 fearfull thing to' fall iato the bands of the lrving God; who # a cars 
* ſteming fire, Heb.12.2 9. | 
True, H: that msbeth gain, bleſſeth himſelf, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, Pſal; 
ro:3. Yea, if hecan (1 mean the cunning Micbevilcan, whom che Devil 
and cov:touſneſs hath blinded) any way advantagg himlclt, 'by anothery 
* ruine ; an1 do it policickly : how w.ll he huzge himſclf,'- and. applaud his 
on wiſdom. H:b.1.13, to the end. Bur by his leave, he miftakes the greats 
{eſt folly, for the greareſt wiſdome : For while he-cozensother men of their; 
eftares z Sinne and Sitarcozen him 6f his ſoul, ſee Fob 26.15. 1 Tim-6.8z19z 
And woofull gain it is, that” com:s with the fouls toſs.” Andhow'chkn we 
'think thoſe men to have, reaſona»le ſouls, thar- eſteem money above thent= 
ſelves! rhar prefer a little baſe pelfe 3 betore Got, and rheir own ſalvation, 
- Nor are riere_any ſuch fools, as thefs crafty knaves': For as Auftin 
perks ; If the Ho'y Gyoſt rerme tha' rich Churle in the Goſpel a fool, chat only: 
faid up bis own Goods Luke 12,18,20,' find our a nam for kim that rakes 
away other mens 2? 4 
"Theſe things conſidered, ( viz.) the Curſe of God here, both upon tha 
party, and his poſterity : and the erernall wrach of God hereafter (rogerher 
with the folly ani madneſs of preferring Earth, yea Hell, ro- Heaven ; time 
to eternity, the. body before the ſoul ; yea, the 04!ward cſtate, before cither; 
ſpout or body) exempt your ſelf out oþ the number of rhoſe fools, as lictle Za- 
chews did : what you owe, pay it ; If you have wronged any man of ought, 
ireſtore ir ; .though.you parr with a grear part of your Eſtate.” Yea, admir 
dy ſhall leave you ſelf a begger, do ir : for (as you fee)there is a necefſ1- 
w-of it ; Yea, there is w.{dom?, and gain in it ; for when all is done, how 
[ yl ved is the b:F plot : And better it is to caſt your ev.|l gotren- Goods 
ofct booed, then make ſhipwrack of Fairh,and a good Conſcience, read Fob 
29. from verſ.5., The M:rchant will caſt eves his 241Lzy:e inrothe Sea, to 
E himſelf, And he that is troubled with an 2hing tooth, finds it the belÞ 

F 


Is to chem _thar needed, Luke 16:2 1,23. Metin 5.41410 43, Whar ſhall 


way to pluck it quire out. 


+ Here 1 might ſhew you both from the Ward, -and a werld of inſtane 


tharreſtosipg and giving rather then finning, is the way to grow rich ;- fy 
mean n pecuniary riches, ſee Prov.11.24. and 28. 27. Mark.to.z g,z0q- 
fot Ma.6.33. > Cor.6.9,10,11. 2 Chron.35.9. ant 27 6. Deut.y.13, to 6, 4 
her and 28.1,t014,3 K:g.6.25, to Chap 7, verſ.t7. Pſal.34.9310. and $7, 
hat | 26,28. and 112,3. and 37.3,4,5. Luke 18.29,30. Mark 4.24 Hag.\.2y 
ball | Chapters, Mal.3.1e,11,12. : 
all Bur I fear leaſt addition in thiscaſc, ſhould bring forth ſubtration >? 
»nf | Yea, if this weary you nut, irs well ; for 1 may conjetture, that time, and*: 
.me | the deceirfulneſs of riches have wreught in you a change, ſince we were farlſ® 
will inns Wherefore before I go any further, a queſtion would be asked,”* 
\ Doth coverouſneſs reign in you ? Are you yer bewitchr with the love 
| money ? Is your heart rivired to the Earth ? Are you _ inflaved t&- ” 
the | this fin ? doc you make, Gold your God ? and commodity the ſtern of your © 
Bur | Conſcicnce. For if fo, all labour hitherte is loſt; and all that can wore*” 
an» | be ſaid, will be to no purpoſe : Yea, it isto go more end to admonith youg 
4nd ___ "AY at a deaf mans door, or a dead mans grave, and that for ſun- 
; rCa10NsS, Tt 
— Eft Becauſe as there is no colours fo contrary,as white and black: "Ne 
ſal; | clements ſo diſagreeing, as fire and water : ſothere is nothing ſo oppolits 
vil | © grace, and converſion; as covetouſneſs. And as nothing lo alicoates 
ers | mans love from his vertueus Spouſe, as his inordinate affeRion, ro a filth 
his | ſtrumper : ſo nothing does (afar ſeparate, and duminilf a mans love to Ge 
ars | and heavenly things : as our inerdinate afteCtion ra the World,and earthly 
\eis | things. Yea, there is an abſolute contrariery, and impoſſibility berweeathe 
'| Jove of God, and rhe love of Money : Te caimnet ſerve God and riches, Luke 
16.13. All thoſe that dored upon Purchaſes, and Farms, and Oxra ; with 
ma | #72 conſent, made ti ght of it, when they were bid to the Lords ſupper, Luke - 
ior, | 14-16, toz1. The Gadarens, that ſo highly priſed their Hogs : would nos 
Jin | admit Chriſt within their borders, Luke 8.37, Judas that was covetous and © 
nly: | loved money, could nor love his Maſter : and therefore fold him. When De= 
leew | as began to imbrace this preſent world ; he ſoon forſook Paul, and his ſoul 
- | faving Sermons, 2 Tim.4.10. o 
Nl If a mans affections be downward, his hope and inheritance cannot be 
ew $4 And they that expeR no life after this, will make as mych of this as-* 
ime | NEy Can. 
mga Secondly, If a coverous man do repent, he muſt reſtore what he hark, 
71. | wrengfully gotten, which perhaps may amount to half, or it may be three 
lr, | Parts of his. Eſtate at a clap ; which to him is as hard, and as harſh an in» : 
mig | JunRion, as that of God to Abraham, Gen.22.2. Sacrifice thy Sonne, thime 
<,- | &ely Sonne F{agc., Or as that of our Saviaurs to the young man, Luke 18.225" ,. 
bow | Seal that ever thew haſt, and dytribute unto the poor : And igthere "= % 
ods hope of his yielding > No, Co veto:ſneſs 5 Idolatite, Eph. 54; Col. 3. $-* 
Fob And-.Gold is checoverous mans God : and will he part with'his. God, a%.2 
certainty-fox aR;uacertainty ? No. A godly man, . is content to be peer ul - 
etward things, ,pecauſc his purchaſe is all inward : bur nothing except tbe = 
alluragees oftheavenly. things, can make us willing ro part with earthly 3 
things; Nenberan he,comgma this Life, chat knows nor the atkes ; and' =. 
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' 30 An Epitmy of the Poors Advocate: 


'Tolong as he keeps the weapon (evill gotten goods) in bus wound, and tes} Cov 
falves not ro pluck it out by reftoring : how 1s it poſſible he ſhould ever be lnce } 
* Cured ? Whence it is that we ſhall ſooner hear of an hundred Malefattors 4,18 
conttirion at the Ga/lowz, then of one covetors Mizers inhis bed. Toother ke this 
fins, Satai tetmprs a man often : bur covetouſneſs is a fene, and recovery upon [like of 
'the purchaſe. Then he is ſure of himz as when a faytor hath lockt up his fught 
Priſoner ſafc in a Dungeon, he may go play. Nar © 
Thirdly, Coverous men, are blind te all dangers ; deaf to all geod ine |; x, 
truftions ; rhey are beſotred with the love of money, as Birdsare with | Th 


their bane. Yeathey reſolve againſt their own converſion; The Scribes and ſhear ; 
Phariſees who were coveto4s : ſhut their ey's, ſtopt their ears,and barrocadoed hrir, Tm 
their hearts againſt all our Saviour did, or ſaid. Yea, they ſcoft at his ſeth 


preaching. And of all ſerts of ſinners, that Chriſt preached unto : he was 
never ſcorn:d ner mockt bur by them; when he preached againſt covetouſaeſs, 
Lnke 16.14. And well may rich worl4lings, (coffe at Chr: ſts poor Miniſters; 
when, they thinke themſelves as much wiſer as they are richer, and com< 
monly, the cxnning Politician is wiſer then his Paſtor z or indeed any of his 
plain dealing Neighbours ; by five hundreth, if nor five theaſand pounds. 
Theſe things conſidered, no wonder thatour S$avis%r expreſly affirmeth, 
that zf zs eaſter for a Camel to gee through the eye of a needle, then for a rich 
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man. (rhat is a coveto'1s rich man) to enter into the Kingdome of Heaven, 
Luke 1 8.35. And the A»oftle, Tort no couctous man, can look for any inhert= 
France in the Kingdome of Chi1it, aud of God, Ephe.s.5. 1 Cor.6.9,10. 
Secondly, Hence it is, that in all the Word of God, we read not of on? 
that was covetors, bst Hybocrites : as Laban, and Nahall, and Fudas, and 
the rich Fool, and the Phariſees. For though Zachers (before he mer with 
Chriſt) knew nothing bur to ſcrape : yer ſo ſoon as Chr:{t had changed his 
heart, all his mind was ſet upon reſtoring, and giving, L«4- rg.8. which 
alſo was a miracle, like his curing of him . that was ſzck of the dead Pallie, 
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Mar.g-2, to 7. And Chrift did ſome miracles, which none of his Apoſtles 
were able to doe, Mat. 17.16, 
And indeed, it is a finne ſo damnable, and inconſiſtent with grace : that 
_ of all finnes, the childrex of God have cleared themſelues from covetouſneſs, 
when they would approve their integrity before God and Mex, Thus did 
Samuel,. i Sam.12.3. and Jeremiah, Chap.15.16: and Paxl, Afts 20.33. 
and 7eb, Chap.31.24,28. and A7ar, Prov.zo.8. and David, Pal.q 6,7. 
and Solomon, 1 King.3.5,9. and Zacheres, and in fine all that feat God, 
3 C07.7.39,31,32. Thcir expreſſions are very remarkable '; burtmay not 
ſtand to repeat them. 
\We find many as of deceprion in the Saints infirmity in:thoſe aRts ; Bug 
covetouſneſs, that iddlatrous finne we find not, Once Noth Was drunk with 
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wine, never drunk with the old. I ot was twice Inceſtuous,never'coverous, 


Peter denied his Maſter thrice : it was not the love of the World,but rather | x up ag 
the fear of the World that brought him to it: for he had denied the'World, | peace 6 
befoce he denyed his Maſter. Once David was overcomerwith- the tlefli, | many a 
» never with the World. Grace may ſtand with ſome tranſient as of ugh | fngs it 
© wpck, but never wich coverouſnels : thoſe were aRs, avarc#is an babicy; | Plc bay 
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An Epitomy of the Poors Advocate. 31 
| fes | Covetouſneſs is flac idolatric, which makes it out of meaſure finfull, and * 
r be \2re hainous then any other ſinne, as appears, Col.3.5. Ephe.5.5. Job 31. 
fors h4,z8. Fer.17.5. 1 Tim.6.9,10. Formication is a foul finne; bur nothing 
ther ke this : that pollutes the body, bur coverouſneſs defilerh the foul ; and the 
pon [like of other finnes. Yea, it is ſuch a ſordid, and damnable finne ; thar ir 
his ſought not once to be named among Chriſtians, bur with deteftarion. Ephe.g.3* 
Nor ought covetous perſons to be admitted into Chriſtian lociery, 1 Cor Fs 
IN [II. 
ith | Thirdly, From hence it is 3 that the whole Bible,' all the Sermons men 
and ſhear ; yea, the checks of their own co1ſcieaces, and the motions of Gods ſpi= 
loed Jrit, judgements, mercies, and what clie can be named, prove alcogether 1#= 
bis effeftall. And thar there is fo {mall a part of the world, ſcarce one of an 
was ſhundreth; that runs not a whoring after this Idoll, and is not in roo great 
eſs, Fl degree coverous. That from the leaſt, even unaro the greateſt, ever Y 012 3s 
ers; |given unto coveteuſaeſs, azd to deal falſly, Jer.6.13. and 8,10, (For I may 
m-/ [{peak ir with fear and rrembling) where (hall we find a jult Cate, Rom 13. 
his |p. Where can we meet with a fincere {ingle hearted Nathaniet,, in whoſe 
ſpirit there is n0 guile, John 1.47. where with a Job, au upright, and jus 
th, |mas, 7ob 1.1. Where with a Samuel, that can be acquitted by himſelf in 
ich |private, by orhers in publique, by God in both, x Sam.12.3. where with a 
1c, |Paul that can fay I have coveted no mans ſylver, ner gold, Aﬀts 20.33. and 
1i!=- [24.16. where with one that does unto all 8thers, as he would bave others do 
unto him, as our $4107 requires, Mar.7.12. Where is a Zonathan, 1 Sam. 
942 |,3.16,17. or an Eliex'r, Gen.15 2 to be heard of, that is not troubled at, 
nd [bur can rejoyce intheir welfare, by whom themſelves are deprived of great 
ith |honour, and Revenues. O that 1 could bz acquainted with three ſuch men. 
his | And yet juſtice is the miſtreſs of all virtues ; and the trucſt triall of a 
ch |good man, For as the Touch-{to ze tryis Gold, fo Gold tryes men : and there 
fe, |is little or no danger of that foul, which will not bite at a golden hook, 
Hes | Miniflers wander that their Sermons take no berter; Thar among ſo many 
Arrows, none (would bit the marke : but God tells us the reaſon, Exgh.33. 
nat | They ſet before thee, and bear thy words © but therr hearts goe after their co= 
eſs, | vetouſneſs, verſ.31. O this golden Devil, this D1anz hath a world of wore 
did | ſhippers : For how te gain, 13 every mans dream from-ſun, to ſun, fo long 
33+ |asrhey have one foot out of the grave. Yea,it deſtroyes more ſouls, then all 
37+ | other finnes put togerher, as the Apeſile intimates, I Tim.6.10. Bur were 
04, | men ſo wiſe, as they think themſelves : Yea, did they bur truly loverhem- 
not [ſelves, and cover to be rich indeed, and not in conceit only : they would 
« [toth know and believe, thar better is a little with righteouſneſs, then great 
But" | Revenues without equity, Prov.16.8. And (to omit all that hath beey for- 
ach | merly ſaid) that il] gutten goods, lye upon the conſcience, as ras meat ups 
Jus. | on a fick Romack ; which will never let a man be well, unc:ll he hath cat 
her | & up again by reſticutien. Thar finne arms a man aga:nt hamſc]f ; and our 
1d, | peace ever ends with our innocencie ; Thar guilt occaſions the conſcience, 
al} many a ſecret wring z and gives the heart many a ſorc lath. Or if Satau 
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finds it advantagious, to lull us aſlcep for a time ; yer when de.r'h b:fioge'l 
Þbe boy, be will nor fail to 'beleaguer the ſou! ; and that then there will be 
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> NY "s Ds to | ſ-rhe 1 Aavocate. 
$1901e eaſe in 4 neſt of Hornets, then under the ſting of ſuch a tormenting oa 
Klee. And certainly, did you know what a goed conſcience, and 
place of Gol which paſteth all underſtandeng is ; you would think it mgj 
- worth, then all the worlds wealth, multiplied as many times, as there 
* ſands 03: the ſca ſhare, that any thing,that every thing were too {mall a pri 
fo it. That things themlſelves,are in the inviſible world:in the warld vitbl 
t there ſhadows onely. And that whatſoever wicked men enjoy, it is by 
is in adream : that their plenty is but like a dyop of pleaſicre ; betore a rivh 
- of ſor:ow,and diſpleaſure : and that whatſoever the godly feel,bur as @ dr 
of miſery,before a river of mercy and glory. And laſtly, Thar ſhallow honelk 
” will prove more profitable in the end, then, the profound quick-ſands of c 
"and follicy. 
". Wherefore {et your converſation be without covetouſneſ:,, and be conten 
with that you have (1 meanrewaining, after you have faithfully, and w 
parria]ly given to every nian his own.) For God beth promiſed, never toleas 
#7 forſake you, if you will rely upon him, in the uſe of lawfull means onf 
--Heh.13.5. And (with which I will conclude) bethink your ſelf now Ik 
" ſeech you, rather then when it will be too late 3 when the Drawbridg: 
taken up, and when ?t will vex every voine of your beart ; that you bad! 
more tare of your ſoul. 
| And-{o much for recovery of the coyerous ; now a pill for the predigall 
| Tris our $44104r5 rule, fo te diſpoſe of that plenry which Gad in his good 
neſs hath beſtowed upon us : that zothing be loſt, Fobn 6.12. And ws 
” zule, which a!l good men will be ſure ro obſerve. For, 
| He who gets what he hath juſtly : 
Pays what he owes duly : 
Requires favours received thankeſully : 
Conliders the caſc of the poor cordially : 
Will not, yea dares not ſpend prodigally : 
Ler means come in never ſo plentifully : 
And yet he of all men, is ſure of a laſting competegcy, Po. 
27. James 4. 2,rto 10. ; 
* Frugality, ſaies Fuftin, is the mother of verrues : bur an expenſive nm 
{harloever his getrings be)is like that luſty Giant Eriarius ; wha had ml 
thing te ſhew cf all his comings in ; becauſc his fifty bellies,did conſume 
gertings of his hundred hands. The veſſel that runueth out unduly, will 
empty,when we-come to draw our of ir,, And the Prodigal, may moſt fly 
reſembled to 4 crackt veſſel ; or ro that Captats in Tully, who was nor a 
hy the richer, for that huge ſumme of money given him ; becauſe he 
done with it, as « 2aked man would do with the zuts he gathers, carry the 
- all away in his belly fer lack of pockets. 
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